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Waynesville sixth graders 
donated toys, games, coloring 
books, etc. for children in 
need through the Toys for 
Tots program in Indiana. The 
students also wrote poems 
to accompany the gifts and 
connected them to their current 
PBL.

“Some of my students saved their allowance for several weeks so they could purchase gifts 
for others,” said Somer Rivard-Foster, language arts teacher at the Waynesville Sixth Grade 
Center (WSGC).

For a class project, sixth graders researched and made plans to open their own restaurants. 
“As part of this project, I asked students to think about ways they could give back to the global 
community and while their restaurants are fictitious, their giving was real,” Rivard-Foster said. 
“One of the habits that we live by at WSGC is ‘Start with the end in mind,’ so we decided 
to think of the bigger picture, and donate to a different state to try to connect more with the 
world.” 

This is Rivard-Foster’s second Toys for Tots toy drive that her class has participated in and 

Students will be 
dismissed early on 
Wednesday, Dec. 
20, for Christmas 
break.  Please 
note that it will 
still be a late-start 
Wednesday even 
though there is an 
early dismissal. 
Students in 
grades 6-12 will 
be dismissed at 
noon.  Students in 
grades kindergarten 
through 5 will be 
dismissed at 1 
p.m.  Jan. 3 will be 
a teacher in-service 
day. Students will 
return on Jan. 4. 

Rhythm Nation – the Waynesville High School dance team – made its debut on Dec. 11 during half time of the WHS girls 
basketball game. Read more about this newly formed team on page 2. 

Holiday 
break

6th graders 
donate over 
200 toys 

Continued on page 2



Rhythm Nation – the 
Waynesville High School 
dance team – made its debut 
on Dec. 11 during half-time 
of the WHS girls basketball 
game. The 10-member 
team danced to “Higher 
Ground” by the Red Hot 
Chili Peppers. Their second 
performance will be Dec. 
21 when they will perform 
a “double feature” at the 
final game of the Route 66 
Shootout. See info at right.

 Coaches for Rhythm 
Nation are Keely Scott and 
Vickie Schrage, both WHS 
AP English teachers.

 

The Sixth Annual Route 66 Shootout 
Pulaski County USA will feature seven 
games in two days, starting at 4 p.m. 
on both Wednesday, Dec. 20, and 
Thursday, Dec. 21, at Waynesville High 
School. 

“Teams from throughout the state will 
compete in this shootout,” said Athletic 
Director Josh Scott. “Since no trophy 
is on the line, you’ll see players and 
coaches taking a few more risks and 
trying different styles of play. These 
games are fun to watch.” 

 The shootout is moving from a 
weekend to weekdays. 

“With Christmas being on a Monday, 
many families will be traveling over 
the weekend,” Scott said. “To better 
accommodate that schedule this year, 
the first day of the shootout coincides 
with the first day of Waynesville’s 
Christmas break.” 

The schedule is as follows: 

Wednesday, Dec. 20
4:00 p.m. Waynesville Girls vs. 
     Union Girls
5:30 p.m. Hazelwood Central Boys 
     vs. Poplar Bluff Boys
7:00 p.m. Waynesville Boys vs. 
     St. Louis Carnahan

Thursday, Dec. 21
4:00 p.m. Hazelwood Central vs. 
     Father Tolton
5:30 p.m. McCluer North vs. Helias
7:00 p.m. Carl Junction vs. St. Louis 
     Carnahan
8:30 p.m. Waynesville Boys vs. 
     Crocker Boys 

The district and Pulaski County 
Tourism Bureau partner on this event.

“We especially appreciate the Pulaski 
County Tourism Bureau serving as the 
major sponsor for this shootout,” Scott 
says. “We are also thankful for the area 
businesses who provide their support.”

 The cost for admission to each day of 
the shootout is $5 for adults and $4 for 
students. Athletic passes, senior passes 
and school IDs will not be accepted for 
this special event. Waynesville R-VI 
employees will need to pay to attend 
these games as well.

Route 66 
Shootout

connected to their learning standards. Last year’s students donated more than 150 toys 
and this year they broke that record and donated over 200. Rivard-Foster hopes to be 
able to connect this charity event to her lessons every year to increase her students’ 
knowledge of need within the world.  

 Students crafted poems that used their restaurant slogans and figurative language – 
words or expressions that are different from the literal interpretation.

 “So many connections have been made through this project – from the practical 
of what it takes to open a business to creative writing to understanding that success 
includes making a difference in the world,” Rivard-Foster said. “I want my students 
to do more than grasp the technical concepts, I want them to care about others – even 
those who don’t live near them. When students can learn and master a standard at 
the same time, they are helping make the world a better place; now that is priceless 
education.”

Rhythm 
Nation kicks 
up its heels

6th graders

Sixth 
graders 
donated 
more than 
200 toys, 
books, 
games etc. 
to the Toys 
for Tots 
program. 



The 1st – 6th grade LEAP classes visited area nursing homes 
and the Waynesville-St. Robert Senior Citizen Center as a part 
of their community service PBL project. 

Students spent weeks planning and organizing various 
activities in order to provide these seniors with Christmas 
cheer during the holiday season. In addition to singing carols, 
students invited a parent fluent in sign language to teach them 
how to sign four Christmas carols. 

LEAP 6th graders in beginning band played several songs 
on their instruments. All classes made various homemade 
ornaments and cards to give out to the nursing home residents 
and senior citizens.

 Finally, students organized various activities, such as card 
tricks, crafts, board games and reading stories, in order to 
interact with the senior citizens on a personal level. 

Vicki Thomas (K-2 LEAP), Amanda Starnes (3-4 LEAP) 
and Laura Laughlin (5-6 LEAP) commented on how well the 
students were able to socialize with the seniors in a different 
setting than they are normally used to. 

“We were very proud that our students treated the nursing 
home residents with dignity and love,” Starnes said.

“Not only did the seniors citizens receive many blessings, but 
our students learned about compassion and caring,” Laughlin 
said. 

LEAP students connect with seniors and residents

K8 Funding group presented a total of $23,385 to 
Waynesville Schools and the foundation in December. The 
Waynesville R-VI School District Foundation received 
$11,692.50; Waynesville’s Pre-K through 6th grade schools 
received the same amount, split between the schools, based on 
the number of K8 discount cards each school sold.  

Rich Hodits presented the checks on behalf of K8 to State 
Rep. Steve Lynch, vice president of the foundation, and Dr. 
Brian Henry, superintendent. 

The Waynesville R-VI School District Foundation provides 
grants for classroom and after-school projects. This is the third 
consecutive year for an increase. In 2015, a total of $19,170 
was raised; in 2016, it was $21,208; and in 2017, $23,385 was 
raised. 

“We are delighted by this amount because we will again 
be able to directly help teachers in the classroom and their 
students,” says Jann Dye, president of the district’s foundation. 
“We appreciate everyone who purchased the discount cards and 
the businesses for providing the discounts.” 

The district’s foundation is part of the Community 
Foundation of the Ozarks.  

K8 discount card sales provide total of $23,385

Rich Hodits presented checks totaling $23,385 on behalf 
of K8 to State Rep. Steve Lynch, vice president of the 
foundation, and Dr. Brian Henry, superintendent. 



Waynesville R-VI teacher leaders shared effective teaching 
strategies with Fort Leonard Wood drill sergeants on Dec. 6 on 
Fort Leonard Wood. 

The workshop focused on student engagement, reaching 
and teaching millennials, effective teaching strategies and 
incorporating technology in the classroom. Not only did the 
instructors from Fort Leonard Wood’s 3-10th Infantry Battalion 
learn about the strategies, but they also participated in them as 
well. 

“This workshop further strengthens our relationship with 
our Partners in Education,” said Hilary Bales, assistant 

Teacher leaders share effective teaching strategies

superintendent of personnel services. “As one of our high 
school’s PIE partners, the 3-10th Infantry Battalion often 
volunteers to helps us, so this is an excellent opportunity for us 
to return the favor.”

Teacher leaders Amy Cogdill, Nicole Gurley, Connie Lund 
and Errica Vaughn led the session. To become a teacher leader, 
an administrator must recommend a teacher for the Teacher 
Leader Program. Once recommended, the teacher attends 
training and agrees to serve as a leader for their fellow teachers, 
including sharing best practices. 

Teacher leaders Amy Cogdill, Nicole Gurley, Connie Lund and Errica Vaughn receive certificates for leading the session. 

Dr. Brian Henry, superintendent, praised Wood Elementary 
staff during their Super Session on Dec. 8 for: 

• making gains in 4th grade (12%) and 5th grade (19.5%) 
English language arts scores and 3rd grade (13.4%), 4th grade 
(12.4%), and 5th grade (20%) math scores

• providing a positive environment and for finding multiple 
ways to positively recognize students, including:

   - sending students to the office for doing good things. 
Parents are notified of these positive office referrals and 
students get to have lunch with Principal Melanie Mitchell at 
the end of each month. 

   - recognizing students at monthly character assemblies.  
   - Awarding dog tags for perfect attendance, meeting AR 

goals, meeting personal classroom goals, positive behavior and 
completing classwork/homework on time. If they earn all five 
in one quarter they earn the Principal Dog Tag and an end of 
year field trip.

Wood staff receive praise during Super Session
• Implementing action research and 

sharing best practices and using data in 
their Professional Learning Communities 
to drive their conversations and instructional strategies. 

• Implementing a response to intervention model across 
grade levels to best meet the individual academic needs of their 
students.

• Conducting “Leader in Me” and “7 Habits of Highly 
Effective People” book studies.

 

Wood Elementary staff enjoy their 
Super Session, which included 
a breakfast buffet, complete with 
roses made from orange peels. 



On Nov. 30, Williams Early 
Childhood Center hosted 
a parent activity night 
focusing on how different 
cultures celebrate the 
holidays around the world.  
One of the rooms had an 
activity where families 
drew pictures about their 
family traditions. The 
pictures were then pieced 
together to make a “quilt” 
that is displayed in the 
hallway. Families also made 
dioramas and drawings to 
show holiday celebrations 
around the world. 

Partridge 
Elementary staff 
members took 
shifts ringing 
the bell for the 
Salvation Army. 
Pictured are 
just a few of 
the many that 
volunteered.

It’s beginning to look a lot like Christmas at Partridge Elementary! 
Teachers greeted students back to school with warm smiles on 
Saturday morning, Dec. 2, for their Christmas Around the World 
celebration. Students explored cultural traditions of several countries 
including Brazil, Hungary, China, Germany, Ireland, Belgium and 
more. 

Hands-on activities included making ornaments and cards, 
decorating gingerbread cookies, a tasting party with treats from many 
different countries, and a Nearpod virtual reality field trip.

“We hope to create unique learning experiences and make lasting 
memories for our students,” says Robin Woolsey, technology 
integration specialist for Partridge. “While most of our students have 
traveled as military family members, for some this was the first time 
they had heard 
of some of 
these countries. 
Celebrating our 
diverse cultures 
is one way that 
we can foster 
friendship and 
communication.”

Christmas around the world



The Waynesville R-VI School District 
will offer a New Family Welcome 
at 4 p.m. on Tuesday, Dec. 19, at the 
Waynesville R-VI Administration 
Building, 200 Fleetwood Drive, 
Waynesville, Mo. Parents, guardians 
and children are invited to attend.

 Parents and students will learn more 
about the district’s:

• 12 schools
• academics
• activities
• eSchoolPlus Home Access Center
• volunteering
• after school programs
 This brief, free program is presented 

by the Waynesville R-VI School District 
and AmeriCorps VISTA. For more 
information, call 573-842-2040 or email 
PR@waynesville.k12.mo.us or visit 
https://www.waynesville.k12.mo.us/
Domain/929.

 

A new generator was installed this week at the 
Waynesville R-VI Administration Building to supply the building with power in case of 
an outage. 

“In the event of an emergency, the administration building serves as our command 
center and it is important for us to have power to access our student records and 
keep communicating with parents and the public,” said Dr. Chris Berger, assistant 
superintendent of operational services and the district’s head of security.

The new unit will be able to power the building for several hours. 
“Like so many of our security features, we hope that we don’t have to use our 

generators, but if we do, we will be able to serve our families and communities in the 
event of a major power outage,” Berger said. 

The small generator that had been at the administration building has been repaired 
and will be used to power the district’s main freezer in the event of a power outage. 

“This was a win-win for us,” Berger said. “In the event of an extended power outage, 
we will be able to continue to work and by repairing the old one, our frozen food will 
not have to be discarded.” 

Generator installed 

New Family 
Welcome to be 
held Dec. 19

On Dec. 8, Waynesville High School ELL students joined East ELL students 
for a field trip to the Trail of Tears. Waynesville Mayor Luge Hardman met the 
students at the trail to talk to the students, as well as Zoe, a member of the 
Cherokee tribe. The students conducted research about the Trail before going, 
but were able to gain more knowledge about the Cherokee history from the 
two guest speakers.

WHS Girls Head Basketball 
Coach Brittany Matlock presented 
Re’Shawna Stone with a basketball 
in recognition of her reaching 
1,000 points during her high school 
basketball career. Stone kicked off 
her senior year at Waynesville High 
School with 28 points during the 
home opener on Dec. 11, helping the 
Tigers to win 79 to 41 over Rolla. 


